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WELCOME

This guide is for you.

You're engaged. Congratulations. And now, somewhere between choosing a venue and deciding on flowers, you

have to choose a photographer. Someone who will be with you for most of your wedding day. Someone whose work

you'll look at for the rest of your life.

No pressure.

This guide exists because most couples go into that decision without really knowing what to look for. They know they

want beautiful images. They know they don't want to feel awkward in front of a camera. Beyond that, it gets confusing

fast.

I'm Juan. I'm a Cambridge wedding photographer and I've been photographing weddings for over 15 years. In that

time I've learned that the couples who end up with the images they truly love all have one thing in common: they

understood what they were looking for before they booked.

This guide will help you get there.

"The best wedding images don't happen because someone asked for them. They

happen because someone was paying close enough attention to catch them."
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CHAPTER ONE

The three styles of wedding photography — and which one is
actually right for you.

Most photographers describe their work using a handful of words: traditional, documentary, reportage, editorial,

natural, candid. These words get used interchangeably, often by photographers who mean very different things by

them. Here's what they actually mean.

Traditional

The photographer directs most of the day. Formal group shots, posed couple portraits, structured timelines. Every

image is planned. This works brilliantly for couples who want a clear visual record and feel comfortable being

directed. It requires time set aside in the day specifically for photography.

Reportage / Documentary

The photographer observes. Nothing is directed. Every image happens naturally. This is the hardest style to do well

because it requires the photographer to anticipate moments before they happen. When it works, the results are

extraordinary. These are the images that make people cry when they look at them years later.

Editorial / Natural

A blend of both. The photographer works mostly in an observational style but guides the couple gently through a

short portrait session. Most couples find this the most comfortable approach. You get beautifully natural images

without completely relinquishing control over how you're captured.

Which is right for you?

Ask yourself honestly:

- Do you feel comfortable in front of a camera, or does it make you self-conscious?

- Is having formal family portraits important to the people you love?

- Do you want to be involved in your photography or would you rather forget the camera is there?

- When you look at wedding photos online, which ones stop your scroll?

There are no wrong answers. But being honest about them will save you from booking the wrong photographer.
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CHAPTER TWO

The questions every couple should ask before they book.

A good photographer will welcome every one of these questions. If someone gets defensive, that tells you

everything.

Can I see a full gallery from a recent wedding?

Portfolios are highlights. A full gallery shows you how a photographer performs across an entire day, in every situation, in

every light. Anyone can have twenty beautiful images. You want to see two hundred.

How many weddings do you photograph each year?

Too few and they may lack experience. Too many and you risk being one of fifty couples, not one of twenty. Ask how much of

their time they dedicate to each couple.

Will you be the photographer on the day?

Some photographers run studios with associates. Know who will actually be there. If it's not the person whose work you fell in

love with, ask to see work specifically from the photographer who will attend.

How do you handle low light and indoor ceremonies?

A church ceremony, a candlelit reception, an overcast November day. These are where inexperienced photographers

struggle. Ask to see examples from challenging conditions.

What happens if you're ill on the day?

Every professional photographer should have a backup plan and a network of trusted colleagues they can call on.

How long after the wedding will we receive our images?

Six to twelve weeks is standard. Longer than that and you should ask why. Get it in the contract.

What does your editing style look like in five years?

Heavy filters, extreme grain, very dark or very bright processing all date quickly. Ask to see work from five years ago and

decide if it still looks timeless.
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CHAPTER THREE

How to actually enjoy being photographed on your wedding day.

This is the chapter most guides leave out. Choosing the right photographer matters enormously. But so does

knowing how to work with them on the day.

Forget the camera is there.

This is easier said than done, but it's the single most important thing. The couples in the best images are the ones

who stopped thinking about being photographed. Talk to your guests. Eat your food. Have a drink. Your

photographer will find the moments.

Don't save your emotion for the camera.

Cry when you feel like crying. Laugh when something is funny. React to things as they happen. Photographs of

genuine emotion are always more powerful than photographs of performed emotion.

Build in a few minutes for portraits.

Even if you've chosen a completely unposed approach, a short window alone together is valuable. Not for poses —

just to breathe. To be together. Away from the noise. Those ten minutes often produce some of the most tender

images of the whole day.

Tell your guests not to block your photographer.

Uncle Phil with his iPhone stepping in front of the aisle shot at the exact wrong moment is more common than you'd

think. A quiet word in the ceremony programme or the order of service goes a long way.

Trust your photographer.

You hired them for a reason. If they're moving you gently, or suggesting you step outside briefly, or asking you to

stay put for a moment — trust the instinct. They can see something you can't.

Eat. Drink. Be present.

The couples who look most beautiful in their images are always the ones who were fully in their day. Not worrying

about the photography. Not performing for anyone. Just married, and happy about it.
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CHAPTER FOUR

Red flags. Green flags. What to look for and what to run from.

Red flags

- They can't show you a full gallery from a recent wedding.

- Their portfolio looks very different from their social media.

- They use lots of presets and heavy filters that will date badly.

- They seem more interested in their own creative vision than in understanding yours.

- There's no contract, or the contract is vague about what you'll actually receive.

- They're evasive about their backup plan.

- They haven't visited or don't know your venue.

- Reviews mention them being intrusive, directing too much, or being hard to work with.

Green flags

- They ask more questions about you than you ask about them.

- They can show you work from a range of venues, seasons and light conditions.

- Their editing style looks as good today as it did five years ago.

- They have a clear, detailed contract that protects both of you.

- Past couples describe them as calm, unobtrusive, and easy to forget about.

- They're honest about what they're brilliant at and what they're not.

- They make you feel excited rather than anxious when you talk to them.

"Book someone whose work moves you. Not someone whose price is right, whose

availability fits, or whose Instagram has the most followers. Someone whose images

make you feel something."
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ONE LAST THING

If any of this resonates with you, I'd love to hear about your
wedding.

I'm Juan. I've been photographing weddings in Cambridge and across the UK for over 15 years. I work in a quiet,

unposed, reportage-led style. I don't direct couples. I don't have a shot list. I don't spend an hour doing formal group

portraits.

What I do is show up to your wedding, disappear into the background, and pay very close attention to everything that

happens. The quiet moments and the loud ones. The ones you'll remember and the ones you'll have forgotten by the

time you go to bed that night.

I capture them all.

The Unscripted

My signature package for couples who want to live their wedding day fully, not pause it for the camera. No poses. No

endless group shots. No one telling you where to stand.

Just your wedding day, exactly as it unfolds, beautifully documented by someone who genuinely loves this work.

Ready to talk?

Visit juanweddings.com/the-unscripted to find out more.

Or get in touch directly at info@juanmuino.com

I take on a limited number of weddings each year and dates go quickly. If your date is coming up, it's worth getting in touch sooner rather than

later.

Juan Weddings | Cambridge Wedding Photographer | juanweddings.com


